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Please forward this free 

newsletter to others you think 

might find it interesting and/

or useful. 

I am pleased to announce that due in large part to the  

participation and testimony of many firms certified by the 

PA Unified Certification Program (PA UCP), House Bills 

2140 ï 2149 (legislation) will be presented in Harrisburg, 

on January 26, 2010, by Representative Jake Wheatley, 

Jr.   These bills will incorporate ñbest practicesò needed 

to strengthen programs for minority, women, and            

disadvantaged businesses.   As part of this legislation, 

reciprocity is being proposed for PA UCP certified firms 

which will afford them the opportunity to be recognized 

by the PA Department of General Services, thus creating 

more opportunities for UCP firms and reducing the     

necessity to go through two certification processes. 

We are looking forward to 2010 and will continue to 

work on initiatives that will afford more opportunities for 

PA UCP firms. 

  -Valerie J. Payne, PA UCP Chairperson 

House Bills 2140 ï 2149 Highlights: 

10 percent reserve by state agencies of direct            

procurement and contracting dollars for small          

businesses with 250 or fewer employees, including but 

not limited to minority-owned, women-owned and   

disadvantaged-owned business enterprises (MBEs, 

WBEs and DBEs). 

Establishment by state agencies, boards and            

commissions of an overall aspirational target of 25   

percent of procurement and construction dollars for 

MBEs, WBEs and DBEs. 

Small Business Reserve 

Prompt Payment Requirement 

Mentor/Protégé Program 

Statewide Bonding Program 

Spotlight of Certified DBE Firms 

Providing ONE-STOP-SHOPPING for DBE Certification 

If you would like to be ñSpotlightedò in a future Newsletter, 
please contact the PA UCP Project Manager,  

contact information is listed below 

From the UCP  Oversight Committee Chairperson 

Maõat Construction Group is a certified minority, disadvantaged & 

veteran owned company & signatory with the Greater PA Regional Council 

of Carpenters.  Performing excellent interior carpentry work in a safe, 

responsible manner we provide greatly needed employment opportunities 

for minority carpenters & apprentices in the Pittsburgh region.  MCG also 

offers professional training in weatherization, carpentry fundamentals 

and sustainability principles. Email: TRBrydsong@ceapittsburgh.org  

Tamco Construction Inc., offers demolition     

services performing all types of commercial     

demolishing from plant dismantlements to complete 

building removals, silo dissembling, heavy shear 

work, and warehouse clean outs. For further information, Please 

visit our website at:  www.tamcodemolition.com 

SMITH FLOORING INC. founded 2006, supplies and installs 

commercial floor coverings including carpet, VCT, hardwood 
and sheet vinyl. James and Kristin Smith are principles of the 

company.  Kristin, President, (M.B.A.) has 10 years of business 

experience. James, VP, has over 13 years of expert installation 
experience. SFI is MBE/WBE/DBE certified. 

Your Ticket to Work StaffingñMonet Amos is the President of 
Your Ticket to Work Staffing. Founded in June 2006, the      

company is a provider of Employment Services for PA-NJ-Del.  

Y.T.T.W is a Philadelphia based, certified M/W/DBE. 

Our core competencies include Staffing Personnel for        

employment projects, Outsourcing, and Executive Searches. 

http://www.tamcodemolition.com
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Port Authority of Allegheny County 
(412) 566-5257 

egreene@portauthorit.org 

SEPTA 
(215) 580-7278 

lclaitt@septa.org 

City of PhiladelphiañPHL Airport 
(215) 937-1801 

kathleen.padilla@phl.org 

PennDOT 
(717) 787-5891 

PenndotUCPinfo@state.pa.us 

 Questions about anything described in this publication? 

  Contact the DBE Supportive Services Center for assistance: 

Understanding the DBE Program   

Overcoming Barriers to Competition 

Navigating State and Federal Contract Opportunities 

   PennDBE@cheyney.edu                   (877) PENNDBE 

With $191 million in federal stimulus grants, the South-

eastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority (SEPTA) 

is embarking on 32 projects that will transform facilities, 

infrastructure and technology throughout its transit sys-

tem.  Thanks in part to aggressive efforts in recent years 

to identify areas throughout the transit system in need of 

improvement, SEPTA was prepared to submit proposals 

for dozens of ñshovel readyò projects as soon as the 

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act (ARRA) was 

passed in February 2009.   For the stimulus program, 

SEPTA has maintained its commitment for the inclusion 

of small, minority and women disadvantaged business 

enterprise (DBE) businesses in its contracting opportuni-

ties.  SEPTA immediately initiated outreach and commu-

nication to the prime contractors and DBE contracting 

community regarding its ñStimulus Projectsò.  On Febru-

ary 20, 2009, Prime contractors and DBEs were invited to 

participate in an information session to discuss SEPTAôs 

stimulus program, and were encouraged to meet and con-

nect with each other during a networking session.  The 

event was a success, with more than 85 prime contractors 

and DBEs participating in the networking exchange. 

To date, SEPTA has committed $116,612,762 of stimulus 

monies to prime contractors; $14,584,096 of which has 

resulted in 83 DBE contracts, representing 12.51% com-

mitted DBE participation on stimulus-funded SEPTA 

projects. 

In some cases, the DBE participation on these stimulus-

funded projects is performed by DBEs awarded the Prime 

contract.  Two such firms are Hart Enterprises, Inc. and 

Buttonwood Painting Contractors, Inc. 

Hart Enterprises, Inc. 

Hart Enterprises, Inc. is the successful DBE prime con-

tractor awarded SEPTAôs Glenside Station Improvements 

P-1-5B federal stimulus project.  Established and incor-

porated in February, 2004, Hart Enterprises, Inc. is a mi-

nority owned business established by Ms. Bianca Hart 

and her father, Mr. John Hart.  While Mr. Hart has been 

in the construction industry for over 30 years, he has 

turned the management and operations of the firm over to 

Bianca. 

Hart Enterprise, Inc. received their Disadvantaged Busi-

ness Enterprise (DBE) certification in May, 2009.  Bianca 

looks forward to successful completion of this awarded 

project and with other projects to come.  Her daily expo-

sure to the administrative tasks and operations manage-

ment, coupled with her fatherôs technical expertise and 

tutelage in the construction industry will add value to 

Hart Enterprises, Inc. and allow the firm to become more 

recognized as a respected minority construction business 

in the Philadelphia area and beyond.   

Buttonwood Painting Contractors, Inc. 

Buttonwood Painting Contractors, Inc. is a female-owned 

painting company based in Jeffersonville, PA.  As presi-

dent of the firm, Ms. Jennifer Holz has been successful in 

obtaining a DBE prime contract for SEPTAôs federal 

stimulus project to Paint Steel Catenary Structures on the 

Media Sharon Hill Line, Routes 101/102 P1-13.  In addi-

tion, the firm has been named as a subcontractor on three 

(3) other federal stimulus projects:  RRD Station Amenity 

Improvements ï R8 Chestnut Hill West P1-11A; Reha-

bilitation of Broad Street Subway, Girard & Spring Gar-

den Street Stations P1C-3; and Langhorne Station Im-

provements Project P2-15B.  These projects, combined, 

have secured Buttonwood Painting Contractors, Inc. over 

$1M of federal stimulus funding awarded through 

SEPTA.  Buttonwood continues to be diligent in seeking 

contracting opportunities. 

Allegheny County Dept of M/W/DBE 
(412) 350-4309 

mwdbe@county.allegheny.pa.us 

Allegheny County Dept of Public Works 
(412) 350-3922 

dlewis@county.allegheny.pa.us 

Allegheny County Airport Authority 
(412) 472-3516 

mjones@pitairport.com 

PA Turnpike Commission 
(717) 939-9551 

vpayne@paturnpike.com 

Delaware River Port Authority 
(856) 968-2270 

tpbrown@drpa.org 
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